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A communication system (10) supports the provision of a plurality of d ed ica t ed 
communication rssourcas (5M4), such as ooppar diope. RF Inks and optieal 
fiOras. to dedicated home-gateway devices (44-4^ or disirftxition points (124). Tlie 
communication resources (6(>64) support braaitend intarconnectian (104) 

10 between the dedicated home-gateway devices (44^ or distribulion points (124) 
and an access mUiliptexQr (30) In a network (12). Each gateway devioa (44-48) or 
distribution point (124) generally includes a local RF transceiver (84) and 
associated control logic (80^) that alows tocal communication (86) ba^an 
gateway devicas (44-48) and hence siatisticaliy muHpiaxed access (60^. 88) to 

15 multiple communication resources, thereby pnividino inersased bandwidth in upiink 
andAtr downlinK directions. With the control logic (80) operable to provide e routing 
and priorttisationtoibitrBtion function, each gateway (44^) is able to seiectiveiy 
engage use of suppleniental. non-rssen^ed communication resources usuaay 
associated with a dedicated ono-«o<ane connecfion batwem the access neMorfc 

20 (12) em at least one secondary gateway- PT^^ical fafw access to inlbnnation 
routed via a secondary gsteway wHhIn a virtual neighbourhood ne^wQr1( (80^) 
comprising several gateways is restricted through an end-4oend encryption 
aigarithm between an originating gateway and. at least, the access muttUpexor (30). 


